NJLA-CUS/ ACRL-NJ Research Committee Annual Report, 2010-2011
Co-chairs Karen Pifher (Peapack & Gladstone Library) and Melissa A. Hofmann (Rider University)  
1. Membership. The active committee members for 2010-2011 were Melissa A. Hofmann (Rider University), Karen Pifher (Peapack & Gladstone Library), Beth Bloom (Seton Hall), Linda Dempf (TCNJ), Anthony Lee (Seton Hall), Michael Murray (St. Thomas Aquina College/Bergen County Community College), Jose Romero (Union County College), Catherine Ryan (Drew University), Sr. Anita Talar (Seton Hall), and Mark Thompson (Middlesex Community College). Michael Murray was a new member this year.
2. New initiatives. With one co-chair in an academic library (M. Hofmann) and one in a public library, the Committee began brainstorming ways in which to promote research among all New Jersey librarians, not just academics. Ideas such as a research roundtable, a mentoring program, and a joint program with LibraryLinkNJ on various aspects of conducting research were explored.   We determined this year it was feasible to gauge interest in the various initiatives both at VALE 2011 and NJLA 2011. It was also suggested that the Research Committee might co-sponsor whatever action the VALE Taskforce on the ACRL “Value of Academic Libraries” Report takes, if any.  M. Hofmann is keeping abreast of this last aspect. K. Pifher is exploring avenues for promoting the Committee among public librarians.
3. Meetings. The Committee met in person twice: November 12, 2010 and February 18, 2011, both at 2 p.m. at Seton Hall.
4. VALE.  The Research Committee submitted and presented its annual poster at the VALE conference on January 5, 2011, at the Busch Campus, Rutgers University.  The poster promotes the activities of the Research Committee.  We also had sign-up sheets to gauge interest in mentoring and roundtable discussions.
5. Research Award and Forum. Calls for nominations for the 2011 Research Award and Forum were distributed to listservs in early December and again in January.  The Committee received 10 nominations for the Research Award and 3 nominations for the Forum.  The Committee determined the winner of the Research Award to be Eleonora Dubikci (Monmouth University) for her article “Research Behavior Patterns of Business Students,” published in vol. 8, no. 3 of Reference Services Review in 2010. The Committee selected three presenters for the Forum: Ma Lei Hsieh and Pat Dawson (both of Rider University), “A Feasible Method for Determining Snapshots of Student Information Literacy Skills at Rider University”;  Judit H. Ward, James Cox, and Molly Stewart (Center of Alcohol Studies, Rutgers), “Building Relationships with Numbers: Bibliometrics in Academic Libraries”; and Gary Saretzky (Monmouth County), “Nineteenth Century New Jersey Photographers.” G. Saretzky was unable to present at NJLA due to a scheduling conflict.
6. Publicity.  M. Hofmann submitted a write-up of last year’s Research Committee’s 25th Anniversary Celebration at NJLA 2010 for the fall issue of the ACRL-NJ Newsletter, p. 12-13. Posters were presented at both VALE 2011 and NJLA 2011.  Calls and announcements were sent to various NJ library listservs.
7. NJLA.   The Committee submitted for the first time a poster to NJLA, entitled “Opportunity to Change the Profession: We Can Do It One Article at a Time.”  We were hoping to gain a larger audience and to promote research opportunities to public and school librarians.  Unfortunately, the poster sessions were poorly attended because there were regular sessions scheduled during the poster session times.  At the CUS luncheon, the Committee announced the 2011 Award winner  (Eleonora  Dubicki) and honored Sr. Anita Talar, who is retiring from Seton Hall, with a thank you and a gift for her years of dedicated service to the Committee. Award and Forum Presentations were given during the double afternoon session, with the last twenty minutes reserved to brainstorming and gauging interest in the research roundtable or mentoring.  Consenus was for the Research Committee to serve as a clearinghouse for mentorship opportunities.
8. K. Pifher and M. Hofmann agreed to serve as co-chairs for the 2011-2012 year. 
