NJLA-CUS/ACRL-NJ Research Committee Annual Report, 2011-2012 with
Impact Statement of Research Committee for ACRL Goals and Objectives
Co-chairs Melissa A. Hofmann (Rider University), 

Karen Pifher (Peapack & Gladstone Library) 

The Research Committee’s activities are aligned with strategic areas 1 and 4 of ACRL’s Five Year Goals and Objectives. 
Strategic Area 1: Value of Academic Libraries. Goal: Academic libraries demonstrate alignment with and impact on institutional outcomes.

3. Influence national conversations and activities focused on the value of higher education.

4. Develop and deliver responsive professional development programs that build the skills and capacity for leadership and local data-informed and evidence-based advocacy.
Strategic Area 4: Enabling Programs & Services. Objectives:
1. Education

At NJLA 2012, the Research Committee sponsored a session on stakeholders’ perceptions of the value of both public and academic libraries: “Perceptions of Value: How Decision Makers View Our Libraries,” with presenters David Pinto, Director of Learning Resources, Richard Stockton College of New Jersey, and Joanne P. Roukens, Assistant Director of LibraryLinkNJ, The New Jersey Statewide Library Cooperative.  The session was well attended by both academic and public libraries and engendered stimulating discussion. A goal of the Research Committee is to foster dialogue and research between academic and public libraries, to strengthen the profession as a whole and to acknowledge the links between academic and public libraries, especially as college student demographics move away from the non-traditional and with the emphasis on lifelong learning. 
The Research Committee also sponsored the Research Award and Forum sessions at NJLA, from which attendees could learn about noteworthy published and ongoing research by New Jersey librarians.
***
1. Membership. The active committee members for 2011-2012 were Melissa A. Hofmann (Rider University), Karen Pifher (Peapack & Gladstone Library), Beth Bloom (Seton Hall), Linda Dempf (TCNJ), Anthony Lee (Seton Hall), Michael Murray (St. Thomas Aquina College/Bergen County College), Catherine Ryan (Drew University), Sr. Anita Talar (Seton Hall), Mark Thompson (Middlesex Community College), Elizabeth Hille Cribbs (Mercer County Community College), Elizabeth Patterson (Drew University), and Heather Cook (Bergen County College). The Committee gained three new members (Cribbs, Patterson, Cook) from the VALE poster session. 
2. New initiatives. M. Hofmann has attended the VALE Values Discussion group to keep abreast of Values discussions among New Jersey academic librarians. From this, the Committee decided to sponsor a session at NJLA 2012,  “Perceptions of Value: How Decision Makers View Our Libraries,” with presenters David Pinto, Director of Learning Resources, Richard Stockton College of New Jersey, and Joanne P. Roukens, Assistant Director of LibraryLinkNJ, The New Jersey Statewide Library Cooperative.  The extensive stimulating discussion afterward among public and academic librarians was encouraging, as the Committee hopes to foster more research relationships between academic and public librarians and to promote research by public librarians.
3. Meetings. The Committee met in person once: February 24, 2012, 2 p.m. at Seton Hall.
4. VALE.  The Research Committee submitted and presented its annual poster at the VALE conference on January 5, 2012, at the Busch Campus, Rutgers University.  A new poster, created by Linda Dempf, promotes the activities of the Research Committee.  
5. Research Award and Forum. Calls for nominations for the 2012 Research Award and Forum were distributed to listservs in October and again in January.  The Committee received 4 nominations for the Research Award and 2 nominations for the Forum.  The Committee determined the winner of the Research Award to be Sharon Yang and Melissa Hofmann, both of Rider University, for their article “Next Generation or Current Generation?  A Study of the OPACs of 260 Academic Libraries in the United States and Canada,” published in Library Hi Tech, 29(2), 266-300. The Committee selected two presenters for the Forum: Diane K. Campbell, Rider University, for her research entitled “The Second Stage of an Investigation of Environmental Scanning Practices by Entrepreneurs,” and Sharon Whitfield, The College of New Jersey, for her research entitled “Micropayments & Article Rentals:  How These Services May Impact the Library.”
6. Publicity.  Poster was presented at VALE 2012.  Calls and announcements were sent to various NJ library listservs.
7. NJLA.   On Wednesday morning, June 6th, the Research Committee sponsored an additional session, “Perceptions of Value: How Decision Makers View Our Libraries,” with presenters David Pinto, Director of Learning Resources, Richard Stockton College of New Jersey, and Joanne P. Roukens, Assistant Director of LibraryLinkNJ. At the CUS luncheon, the Committee announced the 2012 Award winners. Research and Forum Presentations were given during the double afternoon session on Wednesday, June 6.  
8. K. Pifher and M. Hofmann agreed to serve as co-chairs for the 2012-2013 year. 
