NJLA-CUS/ACRL-NJ Research Committee Annual Report, 2012-2013 with
Impact Statement of Research Committee for ACRL Goals and Objectives
Co-chairs Melissa A. Hofmann (Rider University), 

Karen Pifher (Peapack & Gladstone Library) 

The Research Committee’s activities are aligned with strategic areas 1 and 4 of ACRL’s Five Year Goals and Objectives. 
Strategic Area 1: Value of Academic Libraries. Goal: Academic libraries demonstrate alignment with and impact on institutional outcomes.

3. Influence national conversations and activities focused on the value of higher education.

4. Develop and deliver responsive professional development programs that build the skills and capacity for leadership and local data-informed and evidence-based advocacy.
At NJLA 2013, the Research Committee sponsored a session on the value of libraries for a second year in a row, which combined the perspectives of academic and public libraries. This year's session, "Proving the Value of Your Library Through Research: Examples of Success," which featured Kirstie Venanzi, president of the Board of Cranbury Public Library, speaking about how Cranbury Public Library successfully used research to move forward in securing support and funding for a new and separate library building; and Eleonora Dubikci (Monmouth University) and Pamela Price (Mercer County Community College), who discussed how they are using the results of a multi-institutional survey on faculty perceptions of information literacy (IL) to provide value to the campus community through IL programs and support.

A goal of the Research Committee is to foster dialogue and research between academic and public libraries, to strengthen the profession as a whole and to acknowledge the links between academic and public libraries, especially as college student demographics move away from the non-traditional and with the emphasis on lifelong learning. 
Strategic Area 4: Enabling Programs & Services. Objectives:
1. Education

The Research Committee also sponsored the Research Award session at NJLA, from which attendees could learn about noteworthy research published by New Jersey librarians.
***
1. Membership. The active committee members for 2012-2013 were co-chairs Melissa A. Hofmann (Rider University) and Karen Pifher (Peapack & Gladstone Library), Beth Bloom (Seton Hall), Anthony Lee (Seton Hall), Mark Thompson (Middlesex Community College), Elizabeth Patterson (Drew University), Heather Cook (Bergen County College), Lisa Rose-Wiles (Seton Hall), Cynthia Coulter (Hudson County Community College, and Maya Gervits (NJIT). 

2. Meetings. The Committee met in person once: February 22, 2013, 2 p.m. at Seton Hall.
3. VALE.  The Research Committee submitted and presented its annual poster at the VALE conference on January 4, 2013, at the Busch Campus, Rutgers University.   
4. Research Award and Forum. Calls for nominations for the 2013 Research Award and Forum were distributed to listservs in November and again in January.  The Committee received 4 nominations for the Research Award and no nominations for the Forum.  The Committee decided to present the award to two winners: John Buschman, for his book, Libraries, Classrooms and the Interests of Democracy: Marking the Limits of Neoliberalism, published by Scarecrow Press; and Ronald C. Jantz, for his article "A Framework for Studying Organizational Innovation in Research Libraries, published in College and Research Libraries. Because no nominations were received for the Forum, the Committee and the President decided to cancel this session and free up space for another NJLA CUS/ACRL-NJ program.
5. Publicity.  Poster was presented at VALE 2013.  Calls and announcements were sent to various NJ library listservs.
6. NJLA.   On Wednesday morning, June 5th, the Research Committee sponsored an additional session, “Proving the Value of Your Library Through Research: Examples of Success," featuring Kirstie Venanzi, president of the Board of Cranbury Public Library, speaking about how Cranbury Public Library successfully used research to move forward in securing support and funding for a new and separate library building; and Eleonora Dubikci (Monmouth University) and Pamela Price (Mercer County Community College) discussing how they are using the results of a multi-institutional survey on faculty perceptions of information literacy (IL) to provide value to the campus community through IL programs and support. At the CUS luncheon, the Committee announced the 2013 Award winners. The Research Presentations was given during the last afternoon session on Wednesday, June 5.  
7. K. Pifher and M. Hofmann agreed to serve as co-chairs for the 2013-2014 year. 
