Association of College and Research Libraries, New Jersey Chapter
New Jersey Library Association, College and University Libraries Section

User Education Committee

Minutes of the Meeting on 05/18/07, Friday, at the Guggenheim Library,

Monmouth University, West Long Branch, NJ

Members in Alphabetical Order: Eleonora Dubicki, Caroline Geck, Ma lei Hsieh, Nancy Madacsi (Virtual), Leslie Murtha, Ellen Parker, Annmarie Roscello, Davida Scharf, Karen Topham
Agenda
NJLA Spring Conference Follow-up Discussion
Mid-Atlantic Library Futures Conference
New Business/Idea Exchange
Good News!
NJLA Spring Conference Follow-up Discussion
· Caroline formally thanked all presenters.
· Leslie stated workshop evaluations were highly positive overall.
Mid-Atlantic Library Futures Conference: Imagination to Transformation, Atlantic City, NJ
· Davida and Ellen reported on the recent Palinet conference which highlighted trends in technology and user demographics. It was felt that the conference, although energizing was somewhat generic and failed to address the needs of specific user groups. The event was however, an excellent beginning to much needed dialog on the future of library services.

New Business/Idea Exchange
· The VALE Open Source Library System Group is considering using WorldCat as New Jersey’s open source ILS or union catalog. Library holdings appear only if the library maintains its subscription to FirstSearch. Members agreed that WorldCat was well designed and user friendly. 

· Collaborating with Faculty
· Annmarie has had great success training faculty members in the use of ArtStor. 

· Davida suggested members conduct brief IL student surveys and present findings to faculty and administration. Assessment is key to productive collaboration

· Leslie mentioned lunching with faculty as an effective means for collaboration
· Publication in the works

· Members considered publishing a book/compendium of library assignments that encourage   IL skills. Possible topics are evaluating information, search strategies, scholarly publishing and finding versus using information. Ideas for a book title include Library Exercises You Can Do in the Classroom. 

· Please bring suggestions and examples of assignments to next meeting for further discussion.
Good News!

· Caroline Geck contributed a chapter entitled “Web Evaluation Skills” for the textbook, Transition to Kean.
· Davida Scharf’s article entitled Direct Assessment of Information Literacy using Writing Portfolios was published in the The Journal of Academic Librarianship, v.34, no.4. July 2007

Congratulations to Caroline and Davida on their recent publications!

June Meeting
The next committee meeting will be held at NJIT on June 7th, 10:30 am. Members may arrive prior to the meeting as early as 8:30am to take the ICT test. Davida will invite VALE SIL Committee members as well. Parking information is forthcoming. 
· Agenda for June 2007 Meeting:

· Assessment 

· Program Planning
Following the meeting, Eleonora provided a tour of the lovely Guggenheim Library.
Respectfully submitted by Ellen Parker

