Association of College and Research Libraries, New Jersey Chapter 
New Jersey Library Association, College and University Libraries Section
User Education Committee
Minutes of the meeting on 06/07/2007, Friday, at the Van Houten Library, 
NJIT, Newark, New Jersey
Attendees, listed in alphabetical order: Steven Chudnick, Linda Cifelli, Amy Clark, Cynthia Coulter, Eleonora Dubicki, Caroline Geck, Mary George, Ruth Hamann, Theo Haynes, Chris Herz, Heather Huey, Leslie Murtha, Annemarie Roscello, Davida Scharf, Haymwantee Singh, Bruce Slutsky, and Karen Topham

· Various members arrived on the NJIT campus at 8:30 a.m. to take the iSkills™ assessment, formerly called the ICT Literacy Assessment, developed by ETS <http://www.ets.org>. By taking iSkills™, members gained firsthand knowledge of the test questions and format.  Other members took iSkills™ previous to this time. According to ETS, iSkills™ assessment “is a comprehensive test of information and communication technology (ICT) literacy that uses scenario-based tasks to measure cognitive skills in a technological environment. This academic assessment provides support for institutional ICT literacy initiatives, guides curricula innovations, benchmarking and comparison with other institutions, and assesses individual student proficiency.”
· The meeting that immediately followed the iSkills™ session enabled members to share their experiences and feedback. Members commented that the assessment placed more emphasis on technological skills, than information literacy, research, and bibliography preparation skills. 
· Some members did not like the time restrictions associated with iSkills™, but generally agreed that the test can be prepared for like the SAT or GRE.
· An important discussion focused on the possibility that teaching would be geared toward this assessment if it were adopted. Members also questioned at what level this assessment should be given and for what purposes. Members generally agreed that it would be easier to have conversations about iSkills™, once it is firmly positioned in the marketplace. 
· The current price of the iSkills™ assessment is $22 per student. Members did not reach consensus on whether the committee should prepare a proposal targeting top administrators at their institutions about the benefits of implementing iSkills™.
· Davida shared information about using information literacy portfolios as another tool to assess students’ learning.  Davida distributed NJIT Assessment Scales: Information Literacy that she and Heather Huey created to evaluate portfolios of students’ work. This assessment scale arrives at an overall score by considering factors, such as citations, evidence of independent research, appropriateness, and integration of sources. 
· Members inquired about the approaches Davida used to gain faculty support.  Davida explained that she collaborated first with departments with which she already had good working relationships.  Members agreed that library instructors must first reach or collaborate with professors in order to reach students.
· Ruth informed members of the VALE Assessment Group’s work.  Ruth distributed VALE Assessment Group Meeting Notes from their May 30th meeting and asked if any members desired to participate in this group. 

· Leslie reported that survey responses were mostly good or excellent for the two programs coordinated by committee at the 2007 Annual NJLA Conference.  Some attendees commented that they would have desired longer sessions.
· The next meeting is planned for Thursday, July 19th, at Centenary College located in Hackettstown. 

Submitted by Caroline Geck,
Vice-Chair, NJ-ACRL User Education Committee
