Association of College and Research Libraries, New Jersey Chapter

New Jersey Library Association, College and University Libraries Section

User Education Committee

Minutes of the Meeting on Friday, 09/28/07

Brookdale Community College

Attendees in Alphabetical Order: Steve Chudnick, Amy Clark, Jacqui DaCosta, Eleonora Dubicki, Caroline Geck, Ruth Hamann, Theo Haynes, Chris Herz, Ma lei Hsieh, Leslie Murtha, Lynee Richel, Annemarie Roscello, Karen Topham

Agenda

· Need new secretary

· Review of minutes of previous meeting (distributed e-mail by Ellen Parker)

· Presentation and discussion of ACRL Immersion program – (Eleonora Dubicki)

· Review of VALE program proposal (Chris Herz)

Previous Minutes

Chris Herz also was present at the meeting.

Secretary

Unfortunately, due to her heavy workload, Ellen Parker will be unable to continue as the committee’s secretary. The committee would like to express a collective “thank you” for a job well done in keeping everyone updated on committee activities. Hopefully Ellen will be able to attend some of our future meetings. Eleonora volunteered to act as secretary, effective immediately.

ACRL Immersion ’07 program

Eleonora shared her experience attending the 2007 Immersion program which was held in Winnipeg, Canada. She provided a report of the program which she had presented to colleagues at Monmouth University and highlighted some of the topics covered:

· Particularly useful to work with the 12 person cohort to refine each person’s instructional session and presentation skills during the 4 ½ workshop. Many new learning activities were shared amongst the group, especially variations on covering popular vs scholarly.

· Important to address different learning styles of the students.

· Various levels of active learning can be used, depending on the comfort level of the librarian. Feedback/assessment are important in revising approach if needed.

· Emphasis on collaboration with faculty to make active learning work during instruction. Discuss the exercises and assignments which will be used during the session to get faculty buy-in and insights. Have faculty member help review exercises during class.

· Guess-the-Google can be used as an ice-breaker. http://grant.robinson.name/projects/guess-the-google/
· A great website with examples of exercises (shared by Ellen in an email) is:

 http://www.lib.utexas.edu/services/instruction/tips/al_index.html
· Lynee is currently using clickers during instruction and offered to discuss further with sample questions at our next meeting.

VALE-nj Users’ Conference 2007 Breakout Session Creative Chaos: Experiments in Active Learning.

· Chris will serve as moderator for the break-out session. Caroline, Ma Lei and Jacqui will present on their active learning experiences.

· Jacqui discussed the Cephalonian Method. The originator of the method will do a ½ day workshop at mid-winter ALA conference in Philadelphia. 

VALE-nj Users’ Conference 2007 Lunch table discussion “Getting Students Involved during Library Instruction.”
· Eleonora will submit the lunch table discussion proposal. Caroline, Amy and Ma Lei offered to serve as additional moderators for the topic, since there will probably be several tables needed depending on participant interest.

Info Literacy Workshop

· The committee would like to plan a full-day workship of Information Literacy K-20, Teaching at all levels, similar to a recent program sponsored by the Highlands region.
· We need to determine the best time to offer the program so that school librarians can attend – late June (pre-ALA) or a school holiday.

Support for No Child Left Behind

· Annemarie urged everyone to contact their elected officials and express support of the NCLB Act. The current version will require school librarians in every building. This is supported by the ALA Council.

Update on Community College General Education

· Annemarie distributed handouts (update and licensure rules) and notes from the VALE Members Council meeting on 9/21/07.

· The user ed committee has been asked to review the information literacy standards which are currently being revised. Annemarie will forward the new wording to the committee and we will discuss at the October meeting.

Meeting Schedule

The next meeting will be in the Bankier Library, Brookdale Community College on Friday, 10/19/07. 

